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Text of petition:

A 20mph speed limit on A and B roads will increase congestion thus
increasing pollution. Vehicles will also need to engage lower gears to comply
with the limit, again increasing congestion. A and B roads should be exempt.
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1. Background

In 2019 the Welsh Government set up a task and finish group to consider whether
20mph should become the default speed limit in residential areas. The Welsh
s.recommendations, including that the default

..............................................................................
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come into force in September 2023.

1.1. Classification of roads

= A roads - major roads intended to provide large-scale transport links
within or between areas;

= B roads - roads intended to connect different areas, and to feed traffic
between A roads and smaller roads on the network;

= Classified unnumbered - smaller roads intended to connect together
unclassified roads with A and B roads; and

= Unclassified - local roads intended for local traffic. 60% of roads in the

UK fall within this category.

Some A and B roads, or parts of them, will also be restricted roads - those in
residential areas with a system of street lighting placed no more than 200 yards
apart - and therefore covered by the 20mph default limit.

limit on restricted roads from 30mph to 20mph. It will only apply to restricted
roads and will not apply to the whole network of A and B roads.

1.2. Exceptions to the 20mph limit

It will also be possible for highway authorities (local authorities for local roads and
the Welsh Ministers for trunk roads/motorways) to use Traffic Regulation Orders
(TROs) to change the limit from the default of 20mph where appropriate.



https://gov.wales/welsh-government-response-recommendations-made-welsh-20mph-taskforce-group-report
https://gov.wales/proposal-reduce-speed-limit-20mph-residential-streets
https://gov.wales/introducing-20mph-speed-limits
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
https://gov.wales/uk-first-welsh-senedd-gives-green-light-20mph-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-road-classification-and-the-primary-route-network/guidance-on-road-classification-and-the-primary-route-network#chapter3
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
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These will be known as exceptions. In November 2022 the Welsh Government

sets out two principal questions which should be considered by highway
authorities when deciding whether an exception should be made:

Question A: Are there significant numbers (or potential numbers, if
speeds were lower) of pedestrians and cyclists travelling along or across
the road?

If the answer to A is ‘'no’ then an exception for a 30mph speed limit may
be appropriate.

Question B: If the answer to A is ‘yes’, are the pedestrians and cyclists
mixing with motor traffic?

If the answer to B is 'no’ then a 30mph speed limit exception may be
appropriate.

If the answer to B is ‘'yes’ then a 20mph speed limit will be appropriate
unless the robust and evidenced application of local factors indicates
otherwise.

20mph limits in Wales in more detail.

2. Welsh Government action

In his letter to the Chair dated 1 February, the Deputy Minister for Climate Change
suggests the change in default speed limit will play an “integral part” in meeting

The petitioner suggests the change in speed limit would lead to increased
congestion and pollution. The Deputy Minister's letter addresses these points.

3. Welsh Parliament action



https://www.gov.wales/setting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads-html
https://datamap.gov.wales/maps/roads-affected-by-changes-to-the-speed-limit-on-re/
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/20mph-by-default-could-new-speed-limits-reduce-collisions-on-welsh-roads/
https://www.gov.wales/llwybr-newydd-wales-transport-strategy-2021
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/6403#A59383
https://record.senedd.wales/VoteOutcome/6403#V2145

P-06-1318 Exempt A and B roads in Wales from the proposed blanket 20mph speed limit.

the introduction of the 20mph limit. At that time you agreed to close the petition
due to the ability of local authorities to change the limit on roads where 20mph
would not be appropriate.

poll on the speed limit reduction in October 2022. Again you agreed to close the
petition.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.



https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=39677
https://gov.wales/uk-first-welsh-senedd-gives-green-light-20mph-legislation
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/12809#C419904
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/13155#C451536

